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Expedition Log of the S/V Carlyn

Date: May 27, 2009
Trip Day: Wednesday (Day 2)
Location: Obstruction to Jones Island
Name(s): Ian Backstrom, Sonya Borgman
School/Grade: International Community School Grades 7-12
Afternoon Report From Carlyn to the Web

Please share some interesting stories about today: First, wind watch was on the sailing shift.  We learned how to tack, meaning that we can sail into the wind at a forty-five degree angle, zigzagging our way to a destination if it is in the direction the wind is coming from.  We continued our education by learning commands.  Then wind watch split up into two groups and we engaged in a competition seeing who could tack the quickest.  The “winners” were able to perform a tack in 43 seconds.  Another fun activity that we performed was looking at plankton under microscopes.  After collecting water samples without assistance from the science crew, the students were able to view these interesting creatures up close and classify them using a scientific diagram. 
Any favorite wildlife sightings, quotes, games to share? We went tide-pooling on Jones Island for an hour and viewed some very interesting creatures.  This was especially exciting since the tides are at record lows for this season.  A fun game that several of the group members enjoyed was called “predator vs. prey” where everybody closed their eyes and tried to tag people while avoiding being tagged.  A final quote that some people enjoyed saying was “vegan pancakes” or “stir fried waffles”.
Describe the anchorage or moorage where Carlyn is right now: We are docked on the beautiful north side of Jones Island.  There is a large grassy field where the students can enjoy playing organized games and the bathrooms are the nicest around.
Today’s weather… We have had a BEAUTIFUL day with sunburns; however the students cooled off with the nice strong breeze coming over the boat.  However it was a great improvement from the drizzly and miserable weather last morning.
Describe highlights from today’s science and sailing watches: The highlight from the exhilarating sail watch was the tacking competition since a few of the students got extra competitive and made the competition fun.  Also in the science watch, deploying the plankton nets for the second time was again a learning experience with frustration and wonderful teamwork.
Any questions, concerns, or expectations for tomorrow? Tomorrow should be a wonderfully fun experience.  Our plan is to stop at Sucia, which almost everybody is really excited about.
