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Teachers!

· Looking for ways to offer more field-science opportunities to your students? 

· Do you want to replicate the Salish-style inquiry process beyond the decks of Carlyn?  

· Do you have some ideas about local watershed research potential, but you’re not quite sure how to implement them due to time, logistical, or financial constraints?

· Would you like to get other classroom teachers involved or even an entire grade level out in the field?

· Are you looking for a way for your students to share their research, as well as network with other area students and teachers?

Read on to learn more about Salish’s newest program offering, Sound and Source!

Sound and Source

Over more than a decade of providing meaningful, inquiry-based field science expeditions on Puget Sound, we have received consistent feedback from teachers like you that the type of science experiences we offer are some of the most lasting and engaging of your students’ careers. We also regularly hear about the many obstacles you face in providing quality, field-based inquiry science opportunities for your students, outside of the Salish expedition.

In an attempt to break down some of these barriers, and facilitate replication of the student-centered, “Salish-style” science process, Salish is pleased to announce, Sound and Source, made possible through a generous grant from NOAA’s Bay-Watershed Education and Training initiative.  

Sound and Source is a program addition that aims to give you the resources you need to do additional field work with your students in a local watershed, individually tailored to meet your teaching objectives and logistical needs.  As a participating school this year, Salish is offering this opportunity to you at no extra cost besides your existing Salish contract!

Sound and Source is a customized, watershed-based extension to our successful boat-based Sea Investigators program.  Through Sound and Source, Salish will work with you to develop longer-term inquiry opportunities and field-based science projects, allowing your students to connect with their local watershed as they repeat the process of designing and conducting their own field investigations.

Sound and Source research can be limited to the students participating in an expedition aboard Carlyn, or it can include any number of additional teachers’ classrooms and sections, potentially even an entire grade level. Give your Carlyn students a chance to share their excitement and aptitude for field research with their peers!

Our goal is to assist you in overcoming obstacles that you face in getting your students out of the classroom, whatever they may be. Whether it’s lacking the time to organize field excursions; money for substitutes, transportation, or equipment; or access to quality curriculum that engages students, we will help fill the gaps that are preventing you from acting on these objectives. 

Sound and Source will offer:

· Customized curriculum development for watershed research and integration with your current teaching objectives;

· Access to sampling equipment and field resources;

· Staff consultation and additional classroom visits, if desired; and  

· “Micro-grants” to help you and your students meet logistical needs.

· An end-of-year, NOAA-sponsored Student Science Symposium where student delegations will present their research to Sound and Source participants, peers, local scientists, and the community.   

If you would like more information about participating as a Sound and Source school, whatever your level of interest, please contact the Salish office to discuss next steps!  
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