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Green Shore Crab

Description: Can grow up to 4.9 cm and are usually dark or
grayish green, but white or mottled patterns are common,
and have purplish-red spots on pincers; legs are hairy.

Habitat.: Found on sandy, muddy and gravelly beaches;
prefers quiet, protected areas.

Natural History: It feeds by scraping up diatoms and cutting
algae, catching smaller invertebrates and by filter feeding. It
also scavenges for food. This crab along with H. nudus is
found in abundance throughout the Puget Sound.
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rustacea

ClassMalacostraca

uppnyium
SubclassEumalacostraca

Order Decapoda
Infraorder Brachyura

Suborder Pleocymata
Family Grapsidae

GenusHemigrapsus
Speciesoregonensis



Purple Shore Crab

Description: Can grow up to 5.6 cm, is dark purple but can
occasionally be olive green or reddish brown. Pincers have
distinct purplish -red spots; legs are hairless.

Habitat:. Found on rocky or gravelly beaches.

Natural History: Feeds primarily on sea lettuce and other
green algae, but also feeds upon dead animals. They
contribute greatly to keeping the beaches clean by
scavenging.
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Class Malacostraca
Subclass Eumalacostraca
Order Decapoda
Suborder Pleocymata
Infraorder Brachyura
Family Grapsidae

Genus Hemigrapsus
Species nudus



Our Prediction

If we go to rocky beaches around the
Island and search for green and purple
shore crabs by looking under fist,
double sized, and head sized rocks,
then we will find more purple shore
crabs under larger rocks becasue they
grow to be larger in size so they need
a larger habitat.



NOW | ey will WOrk with your scneduie

Make sure you have a system for collecting class data
and putting it in one table

Make sure that there are the three specified rock sizes
available for when you go to the beach
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Responding Variable

Quantity of crabs by type (green or purple)

Controlled Variable

Time of year
Time of day
Type of beach (example cobble stone)



A Data Sheet

Procedures:

A Select beach to survey

A Select five rocks to look under for each category
o Fist sized, double fist sized, head sized

A Record data for crab populations under each rock
o Green shore crab
o Purple shore crab
o Other



Crab Type

Fist Sized

Double
Fist

Head Sized

Green Shore
Crab

3.2

4.64



EI Green Shore Crabs
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Organization
Question



A larger variety of data to compare.

Add more to study, such as more species
of crabs.

Exploring other variables rather then the
rock sizes.



Results by Beach



Green Shore Crabs

Beach Rock Size Average of Crabs

Manitou -Fist 2
DoubleFist 1.9
-Head 2.6

\West Port Madison -Fist 4
-Double Fist .8
-Head 4.4

Point

\White Fist 2.3
-Double Fist 3.7

-Head 5.1



Purple Shore Crabs

Beach Rock Size Average of

Crabs

West Port Madison -Fist 0.5
-Double Fist 1.6
-Head 3.8

Manitou -

Fist 1.3

-Double

Fist 1.5 -

Head 3.8

Beach 3 -Fist 0.9
-Double Fist 2.5

-Head 3.9












