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Salish Sea Expeditions Awarded NOAA Education and Training Grant

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND, WA –– Salish Sea Expeditions has been awarded $113,585 in grant funds from the National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration’s Bay Watershed Education and Training (B-WET) grant program. The program was recently expanded to the Pacific Northwest and Salish is one of five grant recipients under the expanded program. The NOAA program provides funds to support environment-based education in the nation’s watersheds. The funding will support program enhancements in Salish’s 2008 through 2010 program seasons.

“This funding provides us with an exciting opportunity to expand our program offerings while increasing the number of students we serve,” said Stephen Streufert, Salish’s Executive Director. “We’re proud to be among the inaugural Pacific NW recipients of this important grant.”

The NOAA funding will support Sound and Source, an enhancement to Salish’s existing Sea Investigators program. Sound and Source will expand Salish’s marine science research expeditions to include a broader watershed research component. Salish will use the NOAA funding to better prepare teachers to lead field research programs with their students after returning from their Salish expedition. An annual NOAA-sponsored symposium, organized by Salish, will bring together student researchers and professional scientists to discuss the health of the areas watersheds and Puget Sound.

“Teachers have been telling us that they want to be able to continue their Salish science experience once they return to the classroom,” said Education Director Jenny McColloch. “This exciting funding opportunity gives us the ability to extend students’ learning experiences beyond the decks of the ship, while reaching out to more students who can participate in local watershed research.”

Salish offers 5th to 12th graders, along with their teachers, the experience of being “scientists and sailors” as they conduct science research of their own design on a 3-5 day expedition on Puget Sound, augmented by 3-5 days of pre- and post-expedition classroom planning and synthesis. Students study marine science aboard the 61’ research vessel Carlyn. Salish involves students in all aspects of the experience, from designing a research plan, to planning meals, charting a navigational course, sailing the boat and collecting and analyzing scientific data. 

“The NOAA Office of Education and B-WET Team are very excited to partner with Salish Sea Expeditions in the first year of program expansion to the Pacific Northwest,” remarked Bronwen Rice, the programs national coordinator based in Washington, D.C. “We hope this will be the beginning of a strong regional effort, and are glad to have such an excellent project to help demonstrate the benefits of this funding.”

NOAA recognizes that knowledge and commitment built from firsthand experience, especially in the context of one’s community and culture, is essential for achieving environmental stewardship. Carefully selected experiences driven by rigorous academic learning standards, engendering discovery and wonder, and nurturing a sense of community will further connect students with their watershed, help reinforce an ethic of responsible citizenship, and promote academic achievement.

About Salish Sea Expeditions
Salish Sea Expeditions, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, was founded in 1996 to inspire a passion for exploring, understanding and respecting the marine environment through hands-on scientific inquiry. Since then, nearly 5,000 students (grades 5-12) and 900 teachers have participated in our innovative 3-5 day programs. 75% of our students attend public schools and over 25% are students of color. Teachers report that Salish programs support their efforts in the classroom to meet state learning requirements.   

To learn more about our programs and how to support this growth, please visit www.salish.org, call 206-780-7848 or email info@salish.org.


