






Sampling Site Cruise Track

VI.     Discussion

Our hypothesis was that we made was that we would find more plankton in deep water than in shallow.  
Our data very much supported our hypothesis.  Our results tell us that there is a lot of plankton in the 
Puget Sound and it is mostly found in the deep water.  If you ask us, we think that other people who do a 
plankton study should do both deep and shallow water and see if they get the same results.  
I think we got these results because depending on whether the plankton like warm or cold water, that’s 
where you will find plankton.  Cold water holds more dissolved oxygen and can support more life.  We 
found more life in waters over colder, deeper waters.
The quality of the water means there’s lots of sea life in the water and lots of plankton.  It matters to us 
because the Puget Sound supplies us with water and seafood.

Future Study

If we were to run another experiment in the future, we really wouldn’t change all that much.  One thing 
we would change is how many sample sites we were able to go to.  You can never have to many sam-
ples, so we think 8 would have been a better number.  The places we would have like to also visit would 
be smaller passages, and places farther away from the main passage.  
For our experimental deign, we would have wanted to at least 4 days, and pick up samples at the same 
times.  This is because our experiments would be even more accurate than it was.  We also would have 
switched off sleeping arrangements, because we would have been going for 4 days instead of 2.  Other 
than that not much needed a critical change.
Some new questions came across after completing our experiment, about if the weather might have 
played a role in our results.   When we went there was almost 100% cloud cover on both days.  Did wa-
ter temperature have something to do with it?  What about the season?  Maybe on some other trip later, 
some kids can continue our research.
In conclusion, our experiments went fairly well.  Amongst the lost buckets, windblown faces, and crazy 
weather, we found the answer to a scientific question.  


